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Presentation outline 
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Defining the context

• Collaboration
= engaging in joint construction of meaning through 

 participation in common projects
 

(Bradley et al.,
 

2010)

• Engagement
= a state of openness, of emotional and intellectual 

 arousal, the presence of eager anticipation and interest 
 (Harmer, 2006)

• constructing shared understandings in a lg 
 classroom 

 
(Freeman in Nunan, 1992) 
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Sustaining engagement
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Crucial factors in sustaining engagement
 

(Harmer, 2006)

Students need to:
enjoy the lessons 
feel involved
discern both the short- and long term outcomes

of what they are doing
be given some kind of agency



What kind of tasks?
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Guidelines for sociocollaborative learning tasks
(Meskill, 1999 in Min Jung Jee, 2010)

motivate participation and interaction by having no
one single answer to employ in accomplishing it

offer some form of problem-solving 

designate roles for individual learners and teams 

situate learners within a community of 
participants 

include a motivated awareness of lg used



Engwiki Project

• Univ. of Zagreb
• Team: A.K., G. Bubaš, A. Ćorić

 
…

• 2 undergraduate ESP courses
• intermediate to upper‐intermediate level

1st stage: Students’ e‐tivities in wiki
(2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09...)

2nd stage: Web 2.0 grammar e‐tivities 
(2009/10): pilot
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Engwiki Project

Pedagogical format for ICT: 
• e-tivities (Salmon, 2002)
adding variety & personalization to hybrid courses 
supplement  the teaching methods and materials 
outside / along with the LMS

Technological  format for collaboration:
• focus on wikis: 'Wikis: a collective approach to
language production' (Lund, 2006)

7



Meaningful  associations between topics
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“I clicked the link (…) I was especially interested 
in all the blue colored text which seemed 
to be links, and that is the point at which I 
started loving Wikipedia. (… ) I think the real 
first encounter came when I realized that Wikipedia 
held articles and nearly any thing I could think of, 
and every article had a lot of blue colored 
text that linked to some other amazing 
things … ”



Focus on form e-tivities
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WikiQuest

WikiQuest
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Grammar e-tivities in Engwiki

Motivation for introducing grammar (2009/10 – ):

• testing the applicability of Web 2.0 tools in    
interpreting grammar topics

• integration of tools & skills

• wiki used as a platform for publishing artifacts 
created in 6 Web 2.0 tools

• collaboration = a means & an end
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Manipulating linguistic content = various approaches:
• Identification, interpretation
• Structuring, classifying
• Dramatization
• Decision‐making in applying grammatical rules
• Analysis and synthesis

6 tools:
 

various functionalities
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Tools used
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Flowcharts 
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Cartoon strips 
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Publish your presentation
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Experience & Challenges

Did collaboration really occur?

+ more participation
+ responsibility
+ authenticity
+ generation of content
+ linguistic & ICT skills

‐
 

unequal participation
‐

 
dyadic interactions 

 preferred
‐

 
insufficient use of content

‐
 

assessment
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Experience & Challenges
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Tensions:
individual 

 
vs. pair / group work

goal oriented 
 

vs. intrinscially motivated students
collective 

 
vs. 

 
individual authorship

imposed
 

vs.  negotiated control

• mixed proficiency levels
• distribution of work
• lack of  f2f feedback
• technical difficulties: tools and connectivity



Addressing the challenges: Follow-up 

Creation of 
a joint learning resource 

Contributing
 

to 
the joint learning resource 

Cognitive:
• passing on examples of good 

 practice
• existing articles used for
modelling 

• training students to
conceptualize grammar and
render it using Web 2.0 tools

Socio‐affective:
• implementing tasks that 

 encourage usage and 
 extension of the content
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http://e.foi.hr/engwiki/index.php/Grammar_Web_2.0


Conclusion
generating user content and using it for peer‐to‐
peer learning 

exploiting ling. content  ~ functionalities of tools

activities done by students ‘with an audience in 
mind’

collaboration does not occur naturally

‘... the character of student interaction and the 
nature of the collaboration is worth further 

investigation‘ (Bradley et al., 2010)
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Thank you for your attention.  
andreja.kovacic@foi.hr
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